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with that. I know for certain that nobody else has any
share in it. Mr. Venner has always left me to carry on
while he was away. I'm quite used to that. I am
authorised to draw cheques for my salary, petty cash,
and all that. And I mean to hang on until I hear some-
thing from Mr. Venner/'
(t But if, as you have suggested, anything has hap-
pened to Mr. Venner?" Dr. Priestley suggested.
" Then I don't quite know what would happen. His
heirs would take over, wouldn't they? And if it turned
out to be Miss Venner, I should clear out at once and
let her get on with it, I shouldn't wait to give her the
pleasure of sacking me."
" Mr. McArdle will naturally be anxious to know who
are Mr. Venner's heirs. You see, if anything has hap-
pened to Mr. Venner, Mr. McArdle will have to renew
his offer to his heirs. Can you give me any information
on that point?"
" I can't, I'm afraid, Dr. Priestley. I've been won-
dering myself. I'm quite sure that Mr. Venner never
made a will. He once told me that he hadn't, as he
didn't know who to leave his business to. He said it
was no use leaving it to his sister, as she had never taken
the slightest interest in it. That wasn't long
before his uncle died, and I know that he has been too
worried to think of making a will since. Besides, if he
had, I should have Ipiown about it. I know all about
his private affairs."
" Then if anything has happened to Mr. Venner,
everything will go to his sister," said Dr. Priestley.
" That's what I thought," Miss Loveday replied sig-
nificantly. " All Mr. Hinchliffe's money, as well as the
business."
Dr. Priestley thought it wise to give the conversa-
tion a fresh turn. " I am going to ask you to be quite
candid with rne," he said. " You probably knew Mr,